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Welcome from Headteacher Angela M. Graham 

 

Dear parents and carers, 

 

I warmly welcome you and your children to our school. Each 

person is important to us and we want to get to know you all.  

 

The nursery school team and I are really looking forward to 

working with you to support your child to achieve the best they 

can and make good progress in their development and 

learning. The best way to do this is a strong partnership between 

school and home. 

 

Our days and weeks will be full of interesting, challenging, 

creative and fun activities, inside and outside and your children 

will have many new opportunities to learn about themselves, 

each other and the world around them. 

 

I am very proud of our school and to have the privilege of being 

Headteacher. It is my job along with the Governing Body to run 

and manage the nursery school and childcare. 

  

I have specific responsibility for ensuring our children achieve 

well and make good progress. I must make sure we have a 

strong teaching team and do this by developing the best 

possible school team I can. I am confident that your children will 

receive excellent support on their learning journeys.  

 

I also have special responsibilities to protect our children from 

harm and ensure that we do everything we can to provide a 

safe environment, with safe adults, for your children and to share 

any concerns we have regarding their well-being and welfare.  



 

Usworth Colliery Nursery School Parent’s and Carer’s Handbook 

 

 

If a family needs additional support in this area, I am usually part 

of the care team, or the nominated deputies for safeguarding 

Sandra Wardle and Lynne Jarvis. 

 

I am SENCO for the nursery school and it is my responsibility to 

ensure children with any additional needs receive support to 

enable them to progress in their learning, development, interests 

and skills.    

 

We want all parents and carers to be part of our school and 

encourage you to attend activities and events when you can. 

 

We do not want you to have any concerns about your child 

and encourage you to talk as soon as possible to a member of 

your child’s class team. 

 

We send lots of letters, notes, newsletter and texts home; please 

watch out for these to keep up with activities. 

 

If you need to talk to me I am happy to see you, I may be busy 

at certain times, but you can call at the school office or call 

school on 0191 416 7700, we can arrange a convenient time to 

talk. 

 

Remember, no worry you have is a problem for us – we are 

happy to help.  

 

Angela M. Graham  

Headteacher 
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Groups and Leaders 2019 - 2020 
 

MEADOW 

GROUP 

15 HOURS 

PUPILS 

BEACH 

GROUP 

15 HOURS 

PUPILS 

WETLANDS 

GROUP 

15 HOURS 

PUPILS 

WOODLANDS 

GROUP 

30 HOURS 

PUPILS 

Snr. Early 

Years 

Educator 

Lynne 

Jarvis 

Snr. Early 

Years 

Educator 

Heather 

Dawson 

Snr. Early 

Years 

Educator 

Denise 

Allan 

Teacher 

Lindsay 

Guthrie 

 

You can find staff photos and names near the class entrances 

and in the cloakroom. 

 

Key Person/Key Worker 
 

If your child is in main nursery school, the class lead is their key 

person, but you can speak to any member of the class team.  

Children are allocated a key worker once they join their 

teaching groups. There are usually two/three teaching groups in 

each main nursery group. 

In Meadow group, your child will be allocated a key worker 

once they have completed their induction period. 

We may also have trainee teachers, childcare and child 

development trainees and work experience students throughout 

the year. 
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ESSENTIALS FOR STARTING NURSERY SCHOOL 

We have come up with a comprehensive list of the things you 

need to remember most. 

 

Starting nursery pack 

Every child in every year group needs to have all documents 

completed in their starting nursery pack. Your contact details 

are essential and you must make sure we have up to date 

telephone numbers and addresses.  

 

Remember if the people on your contact list cannot collect 

children you must call school to nominate a responsible adult 

(over 16) and give them a password. 

 

Suitable school clothing 

It is normal practice for young children to experience a range of 

‘messy play’ activities every day in nursery.  

 

We ask then that you think carefully about the clothes they 

wear. Please don’t put your children in new clothes which could 

be spoilt. School clothing is more practical and durable and 

made for washing and wearing.  

 

You have a list of our recommended school clothes in your 

starting school pack other essentials would be: - 

 

 Sturdy shoes or boots 

 Wind / proof waterproof coat 

 Named wellies for outdoor play 

 Trousers, joggers or leggings with easy fastening or 

preferable elastic. 

 A hat scarf mittens or gloves for cold days. 

 A sun hat for hot days. 
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School Backpack 

We ask that every child has their own small back pack for 

nursery.  

We recommend the bag is named and has the following 

essential contents: - 

 

 Full change of clothing, these do not have to be school 

clothes e.g., trousers, leggings, top or t-shirt, pants, socks 

or tights. 

 Nappies and wipes if needed. 

 If your child requires changing we will use their clothing 

and place their wet clothes in a plastic bag on their 

pegs for you to collect. We no longer have spare clothes 

in nursery as these are not returned to us. 

 

Drinks bottle 

Please provide your child with a named drinks bottle. 

Make this something they can easily recognise and find 

themselves. 

Please do not ever place juice with medication of any kind in a 

child’s drinks for school. This places them at huge risk and 

contravenes our strict medication policy. 

 

Starting and ending sessions 

Our start and end to sessions have been carefully planned to 

ensure children arrive safely and go home in a safe and calm 

manner.  

You can appreciate this can take some time with some many 

children arriving at the same time. 

 

Starting sessions 

 We open the school gates at the start of the sessions 

and you can wait with your child in the playground, 

under the shelter and in the cloakroom. 
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 We open the doors at 8.45 / 12.45 and we encourage all 

adults to bring their child into school, hang up their coats 

and go to their class bases. 

 

 A member of the class team will always be there to talk to 

you. 

 

 You need to help your child to find their registration card 

and place this in the class box.  

 

 You say goodbye to your child at the class base door. 

 

 If they are upset a member of staff will care for them and 

take them into the class base.  

 

 If they are not yet ready to enter the class we suggest you 

find a quiet space to play and talk in the classroom to 

enable them to settle, 

 

Ending sessions 

 

 We open the doors for collection at 11.30 / 3.30 and you 

need to go to your child’s class base door to collect 

them. 

 

 We allow one child at a time to leave and we teach the 

children to wait and take turns which is very important for 

them. 

 

 We will challenge any adult attempting to collect a child 

if we do not have their contact details or consent from 

the parent. 
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Children attending day-care or full-time nursery 

Wetlands and Meadow class children and anyone attending 

extra day-care sessions, will remain in nursery at lunchtime and 

should be in the dining area during collection time.  

They will be taken to the toilet and to wash their hands to 

prepare for lunch and have a playtime afterwards, normally 

outside. 

 

Early collection 

We do not encourage parents or carers to collect children early 

as we want all children to have their full entitlement to their 

education and nursery hours.  

 

If you need to collect your children before the end of the session 

please go to the school office and we will help you. 

 

Children in Woodlands group may be leaving at 2.45 and the 

door will open at 2.45 for parents to collect them directly. This 

causes minimal disturbance to children attending afternoon 

sessions. 
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Pick up and drop off guidelines 

 

WOODLANDS 

GROUP 

30 HOURS 

PUPILS 

WETLANDS 

GROUP 

15 HOURS 

PUPILS 

BEACH 

 GROUP 

15 HOURS 

PUPILS 

MEADOW 

GROUP 

15 HOURS 

PUPILS  

Am Am Pm Am 

Drop off at 

breakfast club 

or  

drop off at 

8.45 

Drop off at 

breakfast club 

or  

drop off at 

8.45 

Drop off at 

breakfast club 

or  

drop off at 

8.45 

Drop off at 

breakfast club 

or  

drop off at 

8.45 

Stay for lunch Stay for lunch  

Or 

Pick up at 

11.30 

Stay for lunch  

Or 

Pick up at 

11.30 

Stay for lunch  

Or 

Pick up at 

11.30 

 

 

Pm Pm  Pm 

In class Drop off at 

12.45 

 

 Drop off at 

12.45 

 

Stay for after 

school club or 

pick up at 2.45 

Stay for after 

school club or 

pick up at 3.30 

 Stay for after 

school club or 

pick up at 3.30 

 

Snacks and drinks in school 

We offer all children snacks and drinks mid-session every day. 

Children can have a drink of milk or filtered water and a choice 

of fruit. 

We have drinks available at all times for children during sessions.  

We charge £5.00 per half term for all children and send home a 

named envelope every half term. 
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Contributing to school fund 

We do not charge for our activities and visits and ask all families 

if they can, to contribute to our school fund in the following 

ways: - 

 

 Friday pennies - bring in loose change and coins every 

Friday to place in your child’s class money box. 

 

 Raffles and crafts days - contribute to our prizes, buy our 

raffle tickets and attend our fundraising crafts days. 

 

 Sponsored events - sponsor your child during our 

fundraising activities. 

 

With the funds we raise, we enable our children to take part in 

visits, have visitors to school, shopping, cooking and tasting 

activities and purchase equipment such as tablets and ict. 

 

Childcare 

Most of our children attend nursery in 15-hour free entitlement 

blocks.  

Some are now entitled to an additional 15 hours childcare per 

week. 

We can offer additional paid childcare for extra sessions subject 

to places being available. 

This year, nursery no longer receives any financial support for 

childcare and we must therefore charge for full sessions only 

and can no longer offer odd hours or flexible patterns. 

All additional sessions are strictly subject to availability and must 

be paid in accordance with childcare contracts or the place is 

declined.  
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Children may stay for lunch if places are available. 

Charges are as follows: - 

 

Breakfast Club 

7.45 – 8.45 

£4.40 

Childcare, breakfast and 

play activities 

Extra morning session 

8.45 – 11.45 

£13.20 

Child attends class as 

normal 

Lunch session 

11.45 – 12.45 

£4.40 + £2.20 school meal or 

provide a packed lunch 

from home 

Childcare, lunch and play 

activities 

Extra afternoon session 

12.45 – 3.45 

£13.20 

Child attends class as 

normal 

After school club 

2.45 – 3.45 

3.45 – 4.45  

4.45 – 5.15 

Childcare, tea and play. 

£4.40 

£4.40 

£2.20 

 

Good attendance 

Children get the best from nursery when they come in on time 

every day and learn step by step. Schools are now expected to 

reach average attendance of 96% per child and we share this 

aim for our children. 

We understand that young children can pick up many bugs and 

illnesses and we would encourage you never to send your child 

to school if they are unwell or sick. 

If your child is not well, call the school office as soon as you can 

to give a reason. We may call you after registers are taken to 

check. 
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If your child is unwell at school, particularly if they have a high 

temperature, are sick, or have an upset tummy, we will call you 

to collect them. 

If your child has a high temperature, been sick or has an upset 

tummy at home, we recommend that they stay away from 

nursery for 2 full days once the illness has passed. There is a list of 

NHS guidelines for illness and absences in the school office, if 

you are unsure about how long to keep your child from school 

please call us and we will advise. 

 

If your child has an operation, accident or injury a very busy 

nursery may not be the best place for them to recover, we will 

meet with you to discuss their needs and agree a planned 

return to school. 

 

Be on time 

As well as attending nursery as often as they can, it is very 

important to help children to establish good routines, to be 

organised and on time for school both at the start and end of 

sessions. 

If you are running late, call us to let us know and we can be 

prepared. 

 

Minor accidents in nursery 

Young children have frequent falls and bumps and this is part of 

their normal development stage as they learn to explore the 

world around them.  

Our children play outside every day and may have accidents, 

bumps, scrapes and scratches in the natural environment.  

If your child is hurt, or has a fall, bump or scrape, we will let you 

know at the end of the session and ask you to sign an accident 

form to confirm you have been told. 

It is very important to tell your children, as we do, to let us know if 

they are hurt, we can then help them and let you know. 
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If any child has a bump to the head or injury to their face, we 

will call you as soon as we have attended to them.  

You can decide if you want to collect them from school or allow 

them to remain, you will still need to sign the accident form. 

 

Serious accidents, injuries or illness in nursery 

All staff are trained in paediatric first aid and can attend to 

minor injuries, however, if a child is seriously ill or hurt we may 

need to advise you to take them to hospital, or walk in centre. 

We will call you and support you with this, if you need help. 

 

In an emergency, we may call an ambulance, with your 

permission and follow our emergency plan. Your child has an 

emergency medical procedures form in their pack which we 

would take with us if we needed to accompany them to the 

A&E.  

If you are unable to get to school on time to go with the 

ambulance, we will meet you there as soon as possible. 

 

Medication in nursery 

We have a Managing Medication Policy which we follow if any 

child has a medical need requiring school to administer 

medication. 

A health care needs plan may be in place for a child with 

serious medical conditions and must be arranged before they 

start nursery. Staff may be required to have training from 

medical experts in administering medications. 

Parents and carers must inform us of any regular medication a 

child needs. 

 

We can administer certain medications to children if they are 

prescribed by a doctor and are clearly named and labelled 

with dosage guidelines. A medication plan will be completed 

before we can do this. 
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If your child has an inhaler and is likely to need this in nursery, 

you need to bring this into their class. A medication plan will be 

completed before you can do this. We can only accept inhalers 

with clearly named labels and dosage advice. 

We will not administer any medication sold over the counter. 

 

Personal Care  

We advise all families to try to support their children to be 

independent and go to the toilet and wash their hands when 

they can do so.  

If your child is wearing nappies we can change them with your 

permission and you will need to complete the intimate care 

agreement. 

 

You will need to supply nappies and wipes for your child and we 

advise you to ensure they have a full set of clothing in their 

backpack. 

 

If your child has an accident in nursery, senior staff will change 

them and use their own clothing and return soiled or wet 

clothing to you. 

 

Personal belongings, sweets and medicines 

We do not encourage children to bring their own toys to nursery 

to play with. We do understand that they can be fixated with a 

character and want to bring things into school.  

 

Some children require objects from home to help them to self-

regulate, if this is the case, we will plan and agree this with you.  

 

Each class base has a basket and objects and toys from home 

are placed in this at the start of sessions and are taken home at 
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the end. Children are not allowed to play with these toys in 

nursery. 

 

Small figures and cars etc. are acceptable but can cause upset 

and conflict. Please do not bring an electronic device of any 

kind.  

 

Parents and carers must accept responsibility for anything their 

child brings to school.  

 

Please never allow your child to bring sweets of any kind into 

nursery and check their pockets before leaving, as this can put 

other children at risk. 

 

Please ensure that there is nothing of risk in your child’s 

backpack including sweets or medication of any kind.  

 

If they have medicine which needs to be passed on at 

collection time, we are happy to do this for you.  

 

We remind you to never place medicine of any kind in drinks 

bottles as this puts other children at serious risk. 

 

Holidays in school time 

As with all schools, we are not allowed to authorise holidays 

taken during term time. If you need to take a holiday in school 

time please let your child’s class team know and complete the 

holiday form.  

This is particularly important if you have a childcare contract as 

you may be charged for sessions not attended. 
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Birthdays in school 

We celebrate every child’s birthday with a special class candle 

cake and songs; they will also receive a very small gift and card.  

If you wish to share a birthday cake with your child’s class, 

please talk to the class team. We need to be aware of 

children’s allergies and this may not always be possible. 

 

Gifts for staff 

It is not necessary to give gifts to staff and we are very aware of 

the pressure families feel to do so. A thank you and a 

homemade picture or card is much appreciated.  
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SECTION TWO – ABOUT OUR NURSERY SCHOOL 

 

SCHOOL VISION STATEMENT 

At Usworth Colliery Nursery School we place children’s positive 

well being, development and engagement at the heart of 

everything we do. 

Our School Team and Governors are committed to continually 

improving our practice to provide excellent nursery school 

experiences and outcomes for our children. 

Through excellent partnership working with our families and 

support services we aim to be the best and first choice early 

years education provision in our area. 

In our nursery school 

 Everyone is valued and welcome. 

  

 Our children are happy and safe, as we 

support, encourage and care for them well. 

 

 Our children achieve and progress well, as 

they access engaging, motivating activities 

and resources every day. 

 

 Our children display effective learning and 

development in all areas of the EYFS, as 

they have access to quality indoor and 

outdoor play and education every day. 

The Nursery Curriculum 
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When children start at our school, they follow ‘Development 

Matters’, the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum.  

The Early Years Foundation Stage Framework explains how and 

what your child will be learning to support their healthy 

development. 

 Your child will be learning skills, acquiring new knowledge and 

demonstrating their understanding through  7 areas of learning 

and development. 

  

Children should mostly develop the 3 prime areas first.  

 

 Personal, social and emotional development. 

Self-confidence and self-awareness, managing feelings 

and behaviour, making relationships. 

 Communication and language 

Listening and attention, understanding, speaking 

 Physical development 

Moving and handling, health and self-care 

 

These prime areas are those most essential for your child’s 

healthy development and future learning. 

As children grow, the prime areas will help them to develop skills 

in 4 specific areas:- 

 

 Literacy 

Reading and writing 

 Mathematics 

Numbers, Shapes, space and measures 

 Understanding the world 

People and communities, The World, Technology 

 Expressive arts and design 

Media and materials, being imaginative. 

 

How we learn and assess  
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These 7 areas are used to plan your child’s learning and 

activities. The adults teaching and supporting your child will 

make sure that the activities are suited to your child’s unique 

needs. 

 

This is a little bit like a curriculum in primary and secondary 

schools, but it is suitable for very young children, and it is 

designed to be flexible so that staff can follow your child's 

unique needs and interests. 

 

Children in the EYFS learn by playing and exploring, being 

active, and through creative and critical thinking which takes 

place both indoors and outside. (Information from 

www.foundationyears.org.uk). 

 

Children are assessed through observations by all staff at various 

stages during the year. Observations are linked to the seven 

areas of learning and staff can match these to age appropriate 

development statements. Our statements are very detailed and 

split into six monthly bands so that we can very accurately 

assess our children. 

 

If a child is working below their age expected statements, we 

know that they need more experience and practice in these 

areas.  

 

All children are at different stages in the areas of learning and 

there are no ‘fixed’ patterns for progress all learning is individual.  

Your child may be working at an older stage in their area of 

greatest confidence and a lower stage in areas they need more 

experience and practice in. 

 

Another important part of the way we assess and plan for 

children learning needs is by talking to parents’ and carers’ 

http://www.foundationyears.org.uk/
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about their knowledge of their child’s learning and 

development.  

Do let us know about what your child does with you: such as 

how confident your child is in writing their name, reading and 

talking about a favourite book, speaking to people your child is 

not so familiar with or their understanding of numbers. 

 

Baselines 

Setting baselines means we can take a child forwards on their 

learning journey from their individual starting points.  

 

All children are assessed through observations when they start 

nursery or move to a new class. We then match these 

observations to age and stage statements to set their baselines.  

We can see their strengths and areas that need further 

development, practice and experiences. 

 

We meet to talk to parents and carers about these baselines 

and what you have observed at home. 

We agree key targets for each child focussing on the most 

important skills they need to make good progress, for some this 

may be developing their speech, for others they may be 

counting or playing imaginatively.  

We ensure that we plan experiences to enable your children to 

develop these key skills and make good progress in all areas of 

learning. 

 

Progress 

We expect children to make a minimum 9 months of progress 

within a school year and aim for all children to make even more, 

this is known as a good level of progress. 

We check children’s progress via our tracking system each term 

and carefully consider how well they are doing.  
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If there are areas we need to improve we will focus on these, for 

example towards the summer term there will be a greater 

concentration on reading, writing and number skills, whereas at 

the start of the year there will be a greater focus on behaviour, 

taking part, following instructions, listening and attention skills. 

 

When children need additional experiences and practice we 

set up intervention groups.  

Some last for a short while and some for the whole year. These 

groups have a key focus and help children to gain more 

confidence. 

 

Reporting to parents and carers 

We report progress to you by competing reports.  

Reports are shared in the autumn, spring and summer term.  

When a child starts in a class they will have: - 

 

 A baseline  – my starting points, my strengths and shared 

key targets 

 A mid-year update– my progress so far, my strengths and 

shared key targets 

 An end of year report – my progress so far, my strengths 

and shared key targets 

 

Accountability 

The Headteacher and the nursery teachers are accountable to 

the governing body and it is our duty to ensure children make 

good progress and are as close to their age appropriate 

outcomes as they can be. 

 

 

 

Advice for parents and carers 

A useful document for parents is ‘What to Expect When.’  
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This helps you to see where your child is and what their possible 

next steps will be. We supply all parents with a copy of this 

document. 

We produce a range of simple booklets and guidelines. 

We can hold activity days and courses for parents if they are 

interested in learning more. 

 

What happens at nursery? 

Many parents and carers tell us that their children do not say a 

lot about nursery. 

 They have been very busy working and playing each day and 

often don’t want to talk about it.  

We have produced a general guide for children between 2-5 

years old. 

 

A typical nursery session 

Start of session Whole class activity, meet and greet, flippy 

flappers, dough disco, sticky kids, counting 

together, number town, singing and 

movement. Getting our bodies and brains 

ready for learning. 

Physical activities, body control and 

following instructions are key skills at this 

time. 

Registration. 

Listening and attention, taking turns and 

good behaviour and emotional regulation 

are key skills at this time. 

Group activities Class group will break into smaller groups for 

focussed planned teaching times. 

Groups may be planned by ability in a 

chosen subject or by interests in a topic etc. 

Each group is led by a qualified adult 

trained specifically in early years education. 
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All activities are carefully planned, 

prepared and reviewed each day to 

ensure children make progress. 

Speaking and listening, understanding the 

world, literacy and maths are key skills at this 

time. 

Adults will develop turn taking and 

participation skills. 

Children learn to share their ideas and views 

and listen to those of others. 

Free play / 

choosing time 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children make choices about where they 

want to play in the nursery classrooms. 

They can play in any area they choose and 

carry out any activities they choose with the 

resources provided. 

Adults are allocated to areas and are there 

to support and develop the play, provide 

guidance and language and to extend 

learning. They will rarely have a specified 

task to complete with children – children 

lead the learning and adults follow them. 

Adults will also observe and take photos of 

children and will use these observations in 

children’s journals whenever good learning 

takes place. 

When children are engaged, focussed and 

attentive in a task we know that they are 

learning well. 

Independence, making choices, finding 

resources, having ideas, thinking about 

what will happen, working together, taking 

care of resources are key skills at this time. 

Outdoor play The children may choose to play outside 

during free choice play. 
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We try to ensure everybody plays outside 

for at least an hour a day. The outdoor area 

is well equipped and has many challenging 

and interesting resources. 

Younger children may play with older 

children at this time or in their own play 

areas.  

Adults go outside with children and support 

their play in the same way. 

We strongly believe in outdoor learning as 

the best way for young children to 

understand their bodies, the world and their 

environments. 

Story time and 

story talk 

Group story sessions in key groups or classes. 

Stories songs and rhymes can be practiced 

at this time. 

Children may also discuss topics and 

projects and have stories and books linked 

to these themes. 

Listening and speaking are key skills at this 

time. 

End of session 

Collection time 

Orderly end to session singing and rhymes.  

Taking turns to leave and controlling 

behaviour and emotions are key skills 

practiced at this time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topics and themes 

All of our learning starts with the children.  
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Children cannot learn unless they have real life experiences and 

practice with real objects and resources. 

We plan topics based on the things they already know and the 

things they see and experience around them. 

 

Seasonal topics  

We plan short topics based on the seasons and calendar events 

e.g. Autumn, Harvest time, Halloween, Bonfire night, Christmas, 

Springtime etc.  

We feel children al have some experience of these topics and 

they can develop and extend their understanding and creative 

skills. 

We plan short topics based on children’s self-awareness 

development, these can be a focus on pets, holidays, shopping, 

cooking, the seaside, animals, pirate etc. 

 

Rhyme and Story topics 

We plan short topics based on traditional nursery rhymes and 

stories and develop children’s knowledge and understanding of 

our culture and characters.  

These topics are very important steps in first reading and help 

children to learn many new words, sounds, rhymes and how 

stories work. 

Topics about the world 

We introduce topics and themes from other places and cultures 

in the world and use real objects, books, character dolls and 

stories to help children begin to understand people and 

communities.  

The children experience music, art, food, artefacts, clothes, 

stories etc. and develop deep interests in these areas. 

 

 

Interest based motivational projects 
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When children show a deep level of interest and motivation for 

activities and materials we plan these into learning experiences.  

Good examples may be sand and water play, rail tracks, fairies, 

potions, mark making, role play, clay work, modelling etc.  

When they are concentrating deeply, they are learning the 

most.  

This is the key to child led learning and our adults in school are 

skilled in recognising and developing these motivations. 

It is very important for you to tell us about your children’s interests 

and what motivates them at home as we can build these 

opportunities into their learning.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting Positive Behaviour 
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No child can learn and thrive in an environment where 

behaviour is negative and disruptive.  

It is very important to quickly establish good learning behaviours.  

We do this by helping children to learn how to behave well and 

respect others.  

We have a very strong behaviour support system.  

All adults follow this and the response from all adults is consistent 

and positive. 

 

We follow the Golden Rules principle and teach children our 

values: - 

 

 We are kind and helpful 

 We are honest 

 We try hard 

 We listen well 

 We are gentle 

 We look after things 

 

We reward children with stamps and stickers for showing these 

qualities. 

We will tell them what they have done and why this is good. 

We will make them feel proud of themselves for their 

achievements. 

We do this as often as we can, children are learning what to do 

and how to make good choices in their behaviour. 

 

We are confident that this works and you can also do this at 

home. 

 

 

 

 

Supporting behavioural difficulties 
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Some children find it very difficult to behave well.  

They have difficulties in their own lives, they may have worries or 

be upset or unwell. They may never have had to share or take 

turns with anyone else or always had everything they want given 

to them.  

They might never have had a friend before or been with other 

children. We are all different. 

They may find it hard to regulate their emotions – for example 

losing their temper with others, hitting out or becoming upset 

very easily. 

  

When our children display these difficulties, we try to work with 

parents and carers as quickly as possible to find causes and to 

agree on a plan to support their behaviour. Your support with 

this is essential. 

We develop a traffic light system for the child to develop their 

understanding of their behaviour. 

 

 Red light is stop and have time out to calm down and 

regulate feelings. 

 Amber light is a time to talk about an incident and sort out 

what they can do to make it better. 

 Green light is a reward time – every time they are good 

and show they are following the golden rules they will be 

rewarded – even if this is fifty times!  

 

They are learning what is good, what can be made better and 

what is unacceptable. 

They are learning to be calm and to control their body and 

feelings.  

Other children can see that behaviour is being managed well 

and benefit from the positive praise and calming techniques. 

 

Anti Bullying  
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Bullying is very rare with younger children, but it can happen. 

Bullying is a specific type of targeted behaviour when a person 

is singled out and can be repeatedly called names, hit or 

frightened by another person.  

Bullying is very upsetting and frightening.  

Children who are bullied do not know what to do, they can 

become unhappy and withdrawn and can sometimes go on to 

misbehave themselves and test their families to the limits.  

 

We are very strongly anti bullying in our school and do not 

tolerate bullying behaviours from children or adults. 

 

If you feel your child is unhappy because of another child’s 

behaviour towards them it is very important that you come and 

talk to us about it straight away. 

 

The reasons for this behaviour may have already been 

mentioned, many young children have never shared with 

others, taken turns or not had their needs met immediately.  

They can find it hard to tolerate others and may say nasty things, 

bite, scratch or pull to get the things they want. 

 

We never want any person to come to our school to be hurt or 

upset by others and we encourage all children to tell an adult 

immediately if this happens to them.  

We treat this information seriously, we deal with the incident, sort 

out any conflict and point out how to make good choices. 

 

We also feel children need to build their resilience and not be 

afraid of others.  

We encourage children use simple gestures e.g. put their hands 

up and say ‘stop’, they can say ’I don’t like that’. Most children 

will listen to this and stop.  
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If we feel that a child’s behaviour is a risk to others we will work 

with their parents or carers to formally assess those risks and we 

will insist that they work with us to support their child in 

developing a positive behaviour plan to learn how to make 

good behaviour choices. 

 

Supporting your child 

You have done a great job so far and we appreciate 

everything you have done. 

To help your child to learn and thrive and be happy in school we 

can make many suggestions these are the key ones. 

 

 Have good routines and stick to them, bed on time, plenty 

of sleep, teeth brushed etc. These all have plenty of 

opportunities for praise for your child, the more they can 

do the more praise they hear. 

 

 Talk to your child; talk as much as you can when you are 

doing things together. Try not to ask them questions 

because they will not answer. Talk when they are relaxed, 

talk when you are bathing them, talk when you are having 

your tea, talk when you go to the shops. This helps them to 

learn new words and develop good understanding of the 

order of doing things. Good examples might be getting 

dressed – making the breakfast, even tidying up. The 

simple things work well. 

 

 Help them to develop self-care skills, wash their hands, flush 

the toilet, brush their teeth, get their clothes ready, put their 

shoes away. Again, lots of opportunities for praise and 

affirmation of good behaviour. 

 

 Help them to take care of their own things, can they put 

their toy away in a basket, can they put their pyjamas 
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under the pillow -, praise again and a great help for you. 

Can they help to get the knives and forks out for tea? Can 

they get things from the shelves and put them in the 

basket? 

 

 Play together – outside is the best it is good for everybody’s 

wellbeing and it is free. Try to get out and about whenever 

you can. 

 

 Read and say stories and rhymes together, children may 

like to hear the same things repeatedly and we get bored. 

They need to hear things repeatedly. Choose simple core 

books with repetitive language and nursery rhyme books. 

Lear some songs together if you can and do the actions 

baby songs and rhyme books are still great for nursery 

children. 

 

 Find out what motivates and interests your child the most. It 

may be the tablet and too much time on it equipment 

may not be great. What do they love to do, what do they 

focus on most, what do they really love to play with, where 

do they love to go? 

 

 Make collections of natural materials when you are out 

and about e.g. sticks, stones, leaves, shells, twigs, feathers, 

you can bring these to nursery and they can start a 

project. 

 

 Collect recycled materials to bring into nursery, we love 

small boxes, tubs and things children can cut. String, 

ribbons, pipe cleaners, tape, unwanted card, paper and 

envelopes. They can fill up our baskets and see everyone 

enjoying using their materials. 
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 Join in with our events and activities – we love to have you in 

our school and so do your children. You are starting a lifelong 

learning journey. You may not have liked school yourself but 

you will always be made welcome and you will love our 

activities and performances. 

 

 Take photographs of your child and save them for journal 

day, we have three journal days a year and we have themes 

e.g. my family, out and about, what I like to do. You can start 

taking pictures and print them out in time for journal days. 

 

 When they are ready help them to recognise colours, shapes, 

sizes, numbers and letters. 

 

 Talk about the times of the day and activities to help them 

gain a sense of time and order. 

 

 Praise them when they are working or playing, point out their 

good behaviours e.g. that’s great careful cutting you are 

doing, you are really trying hard etc. 

 

 Finally enjoy your time together, they are little once, have fun, 

tell them you love them, nurture and care for them. 
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What happens if things go wrong?  

 

Making a complaint. 

If you are very concerned or unhappy about something which 

has happened in school it is important that you tell us about it. 

We listen and we will take actions. 

 

When things go wrong it is usually a small mistake someone has 

made but it can make us feel very angry and upset. This is 

understandable. 

 

The best and first thing you need to do is talk to your child’s 

teacher or key person. Be calm and prepare what you want to 

say, we understand you concern is your child’s wellbeing and 

ours is too. 

 

If you feel you would rather talk to the headteacher about your 

concern, this is fine. If the headteacher is not available you can 

arrange to meet at a better time. We will work together to 

resolve the situation and it is likely that we may meet up later to 

see how things are improving. 

 

If you have a serious concern regarding the school you may 

formally raise this concern with the governing body.  

You can speak to a governor or write to the chair of governors 

Amanda Robson using the school address.  

Complaints and concerns are treated seriously and discussed by 

governors and they will respond to you, 

 

You may make a complaint to the Director of Education Simon 

Marshall via Sunderland Civic Centre. 

 

If you would like to make a complaint to Ofsted but are not sure 

what to write, you can use a template letter to help you.  
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For general enquiries, you can email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk or 

call 0300 123 1231 between 8am and 6pm Monday to Friday. 

 

Child protection concerns 

Reporting Concerns 

If you have a concern about the safety of a CHILD or YOUNG 

PERSON (aged under 18) then you should talk to someone 

immediately, you can contact Together for Children - 

Sunderland on 0191 5205560  (available 8.30am to 5.00pm 

Monday - Thursday, 8.30am to 4.30pm Friday); or the Out of 

Hours Team on 0191 520 5552 (also available 24 hours Saturday 

and Sunday) 

In an emergency always call 999 

You can report this to the Headteacher who is designated to 

lead safeguarding in school. This concern will be logged and a 

referral to children’s services can be made. The headteacher 

may have to tell the parents or carers in this case. 

 

However, if you are reporting an incident you have witnessed or 

heard it may be better to report this directly to children’s 

services yourself. All calls are logged and you can do this 

anonymously. 
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British Values A Guide for Parents 

Schools are required to provide for the spiritual, moral, social and 

cultural (SMSC) development of their pupils. Part of this requirement 

means that they actively promote the fundamental British Values. 

The fundamental British Values are defined as: 

 Democracy 

 The Rule of Law 

 Individual Liberty 

 Mutual Respect and Tolerance of Different Faiths and 

Beliefs. 

Promoting these British Values is now a central part of teaching 

and learning. By doing this, schools aim to help children 

become well-rounded members of the society. These British 

Values are promoted throughout the curriculum, across the 

whole school. They are also seen in school ethos and policies, 

assemblies, special events and cultural celebrations. Below are 

some examples of how each of the British Values may be 

promoted in schools.  

 

Democracy 

 

Schools aim to promote this British Value by demonstrating how 

democracy works by discussion, decision-making and voting. For 

example: 

 Encouraging children to know their views count and their 

opinions are important - for example, following the children’s 

interests for topics and activities.  

 Encouraging children to make decisions together, e.g. when 

sharing a group toy, like a large train set. 

 Encouraging children to see their role in the ‘bigger picture’, 

e.g. linking to part of a family, class, group, school, community 

etc.  

 Providing opportunities for the children to vote between 

choices of activity, for example, choosing a theme for their 
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role play area, choosing a book for story time or a song for 

song time by a show of hands. 

 Children may also have the opportunity to vote for members 

of a school council. 

 

The Rule of Law 

Schools aim to promote this British Value by demonstrating a need 

for rules and laws help to keep us safe and happy. For example: 

 Encouraging adults and children to work together to create 

group rules. Discussing the need for rules and how they should 

be administered fairly, e.g. the need for rules to keep 

everyone safe and happy. 

 Teaching children to understand their own and others’ 

behaviour and feelings, and the consequences.  

 Working together to create an environment where actions 

are consistently followed through, e.g. adherence to class 

rules, follow-ups on discussions and other choices explored 

after taking a group vote. 

 Encouraging and supporting children to learn how to 

distinguish right from wrong. 

 

Individual Liberty 

Schools aim to promote this British Value by individual freedoms 

to choose faiths, beliefs and likes/dislikes.  

For example: 

 Providing opportunities for children to develop their self-

esteem and confidence in their own abilities, e.g. by sharing 

achievements and successes and promoting independence.  

 Encouraging children to try a range of different activities and 

opportunities and to discuss and select their own preferences. 
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 Providing activities for all children to engage in and actively 

challenge gender-specific tasks and activities. 

 Encouraging children to develop a positive sense of 

themselves. 

Mutual Respect and Tolerance of Different Faiths and Beliefs 

Schools aim to promote this British Value by demonstrating respect 

and tolerance towards other beliefs and faiths. For example: 

 Working as a group to create an environment that includes, 

values and promotes different faiths, cultures, views and 

races.  

 Providing opportunities for the children to make links with the 

wider community, for example outings to local places, inviting 

family members or speakers to visit the setting or making links 

with a local charity. 

 Encouraging children to learn about other faiths, cultures, 

traditions, families, communities and ways of life. Schools 

might encourage the children to share their experiences 

with the group and allow the children to recognise 

similarities and differences between themselves and 

others. For example, learning about festivals and special 

days, different types of family units, different occupations 

and places around the world. 

 Encouraging children to learn about the world around 

them – both locally and further afield. For example, local 

trips, using books, stories, posters and videos, etc. to learn 

about places far away, cultural days, local events and 

activities and national celebrations.  
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How to contact us 

 

 

Headteacher  Angela M. Graham 

 

Chair of Governors Malgorzata Sieranska 

 

Usworth Colliery Nursery School, 

Manor Road, 

Sulgrave, 

Washington 

Tyne and Wear. 

NE37 3BL 

 

Telephone  0191 416 7700 

 

Email  

 usworth.colliery.nursery@schools.sunderland.gov.uk 

 

Website  www.usworthcollierynursery.org.uk 

mailto:usworth.colliery.nursery@schools.sunderland.gov.uk

